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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable a temiinal device 
to make good use of information regarding its state for 
retrieval by equipping the information retrieval 
terminal device with a sensor function and sending 
infomriation obtained by the sensor function to a netvk^ork 
as a command string of the retrieval key, etc., of a 
retrieval command. 

SOLUTION: The terminal device 1 has an interface 
means 2, a retrieval command issuing means 6, an 
access means 8, a retrieval result receiving means 9, a 
state detecting means 1 1 , etc. The state detecting means 
11 includes an image input means 3 and a position 
sensor 5. Here, the access means 8 is connected to an 
external netv^^ork 10 and sends various commands out to 
the networic 10 and also receives information from the 
network. Then information matching the information 
inputted from the sensor 5 is selected and shown 
preferentially to a user. Consequently, the terminal 
device can utilize the information regarding its state 
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